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Not to know what happened before one was born is to always remain a child.








--Cicero

As slaves they had long been aware that for themselves, as for most of their countrymen, geography was fate.  Not only had they observed the transformation of individual fortune made possible by the westward movement along the frontier, and the Mason-Dixon Line had taught them the relationship between geography and freedom… They knew that to escape across the Mason-Dixon Line northward was to move in the direction of greater freedom.  But freedom was also to be found in the West of the old Indian Territory.  Bessie Smith gave voice to this knowledge when she sang of “Goin’ to the Nation, Goin’ to the Terr’tor’” and it is no accident that much of the symbolism of our folklore is rooted in the image of geography.  For the slaves had learned through the repetition of group experience that freedom was to be attained through geographical movement, and that freedom required one to risk his life against the unknown.






--Ralph Ellison






Oklahoma City, 1980



If the people of any race have no record of their past, or have no aspirations or achievement that they think worthwhile, that race becomes a drone in the community and is treated as a nonentity.  Therefore it is the duty of each race to feel keenly the necessity of keeping some record in which are chronicled their past efforts to verify their statements, and show that they appreciate the part they have played as members of the body politic of the community in which they live...  We should learn to record our doings, or we will be unprepared for the future examination and remain a nonentity in the great universe in which we live.








--Samuel DeBow and Edward Pitter








Seattle, Washington, 1922
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INTRODUCTION  

I have assembled in this manual instructional aids which will help enhance your understanding of the lectures and readings for this course, African Americans in the American West, 1528 to the Present, or which explain and clarify the organization and require​ments of the course.  These aids include vignettes which are usually statements by important historical figures or commentary by observers of critical events and episodes in the history of black Americans in the United States, statistical tables, informa​tion sheets and maps.


Also included are lists of weekly terms introduced and emphasized during the lectures or discussed in the assigned readings.  These terms reflect some critical event or development for a particular period of American history or refer to a concept which will help you better understand the historical process and our contemporary nation.  Since I will randomly choose some of the terms for your midterm and final exams you should learn the definition and historical significance of each of them.  Those terms not specifically discussed in class will be explained in your textbooks so it is particularly important that you do all of the assigned reading.  All of the instructional materials are arranged in the approximate order in which they will be dis​cussed during the quarter. 

    One final note: you should view the materials in this manual not simply as additional information you will have to learn for the exams but as data that will help you better comprehend and assimilate the varied issues addressed in the lectures and textbook reading assignments.  If you have any questions about any of the information presented in this manual please contact me during my office hours which are listed below.  

DOCUMENTARIES AND FILMS ON THE BLACK WEST  
The following films and documentaries are part of a growing list of titles on the African American west.  Many of them are in the Media Center collection in Odegaard Undergraduate Library.  Although the following videos are not requirements of the course I urge you to selectively view them to enhance your understanding of the history of the black people who populated this region.

Within Our Gates: A silent film produced by Oscar Michaeux in 1919.

Black Pioneers: True Faces of the West, The first two episodes of a projected eight episode series on the black west.  These episodes were produced by the University of Wyoming, 1996.

Jackson Sundown: A 1995 documentary on a legendary Native American rodeo performer at the Pendleton Roundup around 1910-1912.  The documentary also features rare film of George Fletcher, the most prominent African American performer with the Roundup.

Buffalo Soldiers: A highly sentimentalized "hero's story" of black soldiers with vignettes and interviews with buffalo soldier descendants. 

The Bicycle Corps: America's Black Army on Wheels: This University of Montana documentary produced in 2000 describes the 2,000 mile journey in the summer of 1896 of members of the 25th Infantry from Ft. Missoula, Montana to St. Louis, Missouri, to test the feasibility of bicycles as transportation for infantry soldiers.    

Dearfield: The Road Less Traveled:  A 1996, 30 minute documentary of the life and death of Colorado's most successful all-black town.  The documentary also focuses on O.T. Jackson, the town founder.

Black Indians: An American Story: This 60 minute documentary produced in 2000 explores the dual identity of people of African American and Native American Ancestry. 

