The Negro Question without Propaganda
(1950)

In 1950 Schuyler was invited to serve as a U.S. delegate to tl'!e
Congress of Cultural Freedom in Berlin. As Schuyler remarks in
his autobiography, Black and Conservative (1966), “This confer-
ence was to be the largest and most important of its kind in the
long history of anti-Communism.” In this speech Schuyler focused
on the numerous possibilities for individual advancement inherent
to capitalism and the ways in which African Americans have
flourished, racism notwithstanding, in this context. For Schuyler’
liberal critics, these kind of remarks were troubling, because, in
their view, they reflected a perspective that failed to address the
moral injustices of American democracy. This speech, in various
forms, appeared in the Freeman, Christian Science Monitor, and
Reader’s Digest. This version appeared in the Congressional
Quarterly, Thursday, August 31, 1950.

].n the vicious propaganda campaign of lies and distortions to whi.ch
ungrateful totalitarian slave states have subjected the United S‘ta.tes of America
(which saved them from Hitler), the treatment of its Negro citizens has been
held up as a horrible illustration of the weakness and failure of dem9cracy

The prostitute press and radio of the Communist camorra [an Italla}n secret
society organized ostensibly for political purposes] have presented a picture of
Negro existence in America so fantastic, so false, so contrary to the facts ‘of his everxday
life in the 48 states as to be unrecognizable by anyone familiar with the Nation.
This stereotype is so grotesque as to be at once amusing and deplor'able‘. One must
question the intelligence and integrity of those who so readily l?ehe\fe it. ’

Actually, the progressive improvement of interracial relations in the United
States is the most flattering of the many examples of the superiority of the free
American civilization over the soul-shackling reactionism of totalitarian regimes.
It is this capacity for change and adjustment inherent in the system of indi-
vidual initiative and decentralized authority to which we must attribute the
unprecedented economic, social, and educational progress of the Negroes of
the United States. .

The chattel slave system, or any slave system, is not inherent in capitall§m
which for growth directly depends upon pleasing the consumer and increasing
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his purchasing power: whatever its flaws, the history of capitalism is one of
constant mass improvement that everyone can see.

During America’s 225 years of legalized chattel slavery 10,000,000 Africans
were brought to the plantations of the Western Hemisphere. Because they repre-
sented economic value to their masters, every effort was made to preserve their
health and productivity as long as possible. This should be contrasted with the
slave system of Soviet Russia which from 1930 onward continually has held
from fifteen to twenty million victims in servitude under conditions so savage
and heartless that millions have died from mistreatment. Having no individual
economic value, these unfortunates have been and are being worked to death
with calculated ruthlessness. Whereas today the slave system of Soviet Russia
has become so essential to its economy that it grows more extensive year by year,
the chattel slave system of capitalism has been long since abolished. Soviet Rus-
sia after 30 years has twice as many slaves as were brought to all the Americas in
225 years. Even war prisoners have been forced into slavery and so many have
died in Soviet labor camps that 1,000,000 Germans and 400,000 Japanese are
“missing”; and up-to-date the Soviet government, unable to produce them, has
been forced into the ridiculous denial that they ever existed! By contrast, the
United States has repatriated all of its war prisoners and the prisons of America
contain only 141,000 inmates—among them no political prisoners.

From 1861 to 1865 the United States fought a bloody civil war in which 200,000
Negroes joined to settle the issue of chattel slavery. By the thirteenth amendment
to the Constitution, 5,000,000 Negro slaves were emancipated. By the fourteenth
and fifteenth amendments, they became full-fledged citizens of the Republic, along
with the half-million already free. During the Civil War, there was no uprising of
the Negro slaves nor molestation of the white women and children left behind by
their men. One can well imagine what conditions would be in Soviet Russia and its
satellites if their enslaved millions were suddenly free.

In 1865 over ninety per cent of the Negroes were totally illiterate. Today
practically all can read and write except in remote rural areas. In some places,
like New York City, the percentage of Negro literates is higher than that of whites.

In 1865, not over a score of Negroes had graduated from colleges and univer-
sities. Today over 7,000 Negroes graduate from colleges and universities each year. The
total graduated since 1912 is 80,000. The total which has attended college is 650,000.

All of the private institutions of higher learning for Negroes in the States
of the former Confederacy were established by white people who taught in
them and financially supported them. Alongside these are the colleges and
universities controlled and supported by public taxation. It is inconceivable
that this could have happened in the South if the racial hatred which has been
represented as characteristic there had obtained in any marked degree.

Today there are 70,000 Negroes in American colleges, or proportionately a
greater number than in the United Kingdom which has 82,500 out of the popu-
lation of 50,000,000.
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Fifty years ago it was almost hopefully prophesied that the 'Amerlcan Negric;
would soon become extinct because of disease. In 1.950 thg life eﬁp}elctanczre s
60 years, or only seven years less than the whites. This amazing healt protg ¢
would not have been possible had race hatred been as prevalent as regor 161 d.

During the 1930s the Federal Government constructed 150,900 ;:lve mgt
units; and although Negroes were only 10 percent of the population, they go

of these units.
50,0?1(1) 1900 only 17 percent of Negro non-farm homes.welje o‘fvped.}}rll f1t9h4e';'r,
the figure was over 34 percent. In 1940, Negroes dwelling in c1t;lesd( a heir
population) owned over 500,000 homes. In 1930 these homes had a me
vl o0 i i d Washington alone
Over 2,500 Negro dwellings in New York, Chicago, and Was g15 oo
were worth from $10,000 to $15,000; while 850 were valued from $ ,f )
$20,000 or over. Such well-being could scarcely obtgm inan ?tmosphere of terror.
Evidence of the eagerness of the American nation to bring Fhe Negrg p;)gg;
lation up to the national level of enlightenment was the e.stabhshn;erlilt in o7
of the Freedman’s Bureau which soon had 623 thools ‘wnh 15,24 e}%rolp—
pils. By 1900, there were 1,539,507 Negro pupils in public elementz;\ryls;2 (())0 tsh y
51.4 percent of the total Negro population of school-age. Byn- ,
enrollment was 2,000,000 and today it is two and one-quarter mi 1on}.l
In 1910 there were 5000 Negro high school students; in 1950 t eég alre
300,000, and the annual total of Negro high school graduates is 40,3. h 3
1910 there were 42 public high schools in the South and by 1950 this ha
gm“ﬁ‘l t109(2)65 ggily attendance was 33 percent, wherg today it is 80 percent. ,
AJewish philanthropist,]ulius Rosenwald, established the Julius Rodseﬁniva <
Fund in 1912. By 1932 this fund had spent a total of $28,500,000 an ‘g ped
erect 5,000 school buildings in the South. Negroes themselves contribute

$4,725,871. ‘ ‘
The total value of Negro school property in the South was, in 1940, $79,250.

The total value in 1948 was 129,000,000. .
’ In 1900 total expenditure per pupil was $4.50 for whites and $1.50 gor
Negroes; in 1948 it was $139.49 for whites and $76.45 for Negroes. In 190;: or
each dollar whites received, Negroes got 50 cents. In 1948 for each dollar whites
received Negroes got 71 cents. _
While siuthem Negro teachers generally do not getas much pay as south
ern white teachers, salaries have been equalized in very many states an cor}rlx—
munities, thanks to legal action on the part of the Negroes and to the
rejudiced attitude of the courts.
o Ir{ 1947 13 percent of all Negroes in the United States had completed sec-
i d attended college.
ondary school while 5 percent or 650,000 ha '
I\I;Iyuch of the stimulus for the drive to educate the American Negro came
from white capitalists like the aforementioned Julius Rosenwald. Following
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the end of the Civil War there were few Negroes capable of teaching school so
northern white missionaries and officers of the victorious Union Army set up
schools and did the teaching.

The Slater fund was established by capitalists and from 1910 to 1930 con-
tributed $250,000 for salaries for teachers in county training schools in the
Southern states. This fund was administered by James H. Dillard, a Southern
white man.

The Jeannes Fund was established by American capitalists and was also
used to pay Negro teachers in southern rural areas beginning in 1908. It was
also aided by a Southern white man, Dr. Jackson Davis of Virginia. This pattern
of rural education was later copied for white rural schools and for similar schools
in foreign lands. There are now 800 teachers in as many counties. Since 1908,
a total of 12,407 Jeannes teachers have served in 808 counties. In 1937 these
teachers started a fund as an expression of appreciation to Miss Virginia
Randolph, the first Jeannes teacher. It now totals $50,000. Here, too, we have
evidence of the progress of liberalism of America in the fact than in 1912 the
Jeannes fund paid 92 percent of the Jeannes teachers whereas 95 percent are
now paid out of the public treasuries.

Further evidence of the interest of much maligned whites in aiding these
backward people, was the establishment in 1898 of the Conference for Educa-
tion in the South. Then in 1902 the Rockefellers set up the General Education
Board which has expended 40 percent of its money to advance Negro education.

Following that, in 1915 to 1916, came the Phelps Stokes Fund headed by
Thomas Jesse Jones. Many other organizations have been extremely helpful,
such as the Southern Sociological Congress, the Southern University Race
Commission, the Carnegie Corporation which provides libraries, the YMCA
and the YWCA, and for the last quarter century the United States Office of
Education. Without the help of all these groups it would not have been pos-
sible for us to make the progress that has been made in Negro education.

The stereotype of the poverty-stricken American Negro is also paraded by
totalitarian propagandists as an illustration of the failure of democracy. The
facts are so at variance with this fiction as to be laughable. There are, it is true,
millions of poor Negroes as there are millions of poor whites, but what is regarded
as poverty in the United States is called prosperity by workers elsewhere. Steadily,
for the last 50 years, the educational, cultural, and economic gulf between the
Negroes and whites has been narrowing. While white Americans generally have
greater income than their colored brethren, it is cause for reflection that 12.9
percent of whites and 14 percent of Negroes make from $1000 to $1,500 a year:
that 1.1 percent of whites and 0.2 percent of the Negroes make from $5,000 to
$6,000 a year, while only 0.8 percent of the whites and 0.2 percent of the Negroes
make from $6,000 to $10,000 annually. It is not only a tribute to the Negroes
that they have in such a short space of time achieved such economic well-
being but it also indicates a willingness on the part of the white majority to
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enable them to do so. Compared to the economic cond.ition of Fninonies el.se-
where in the world, that of the American Negro is env1ab1e.. It is wort lmotmg
that 1,000,000 are members of American labor unions, rec.elve 1d.ent1}cla. waflgts,
allowances, work conditions, job security, and paid vacations with t :u white
fellow workers, depending on skill and seniority. Twc.)—t.hlrds of t}?eh mezlecrallz
Negroes being agricultural and domestic workers, this is a very hig O?err e
age of Negro workers in industry. It is lamentably true that a score pi omt
nent labor unions in the United States still exclude Ne'groes or in severa )ifx
discriminate against them. However, it is also true thgt in the last th{(ee yeartshse x
of these unions have adjusted their attitude and admit <:.olored.w011.rbers 1t.om
membership. This is just another example of the growing rac@l i er;:\1 is n;ee[
Wherever Negro and white workers belong to the same unions, they et
together, strike together, whether North or Sguth, :jmd this occ?51}<1)n is nrc:ionS
prise whatever to those familiar with American hfe.. Many of t esle 1}11 e,;
predominantly white, have elected Negro officers. Thls could fC?rCS y aggdc
in an atmosphere of terror and repression. Parenthetically, only in kemo. e
countries are labor unions free. Despite the horrors.to which workers mbr
Soviet Union are subjected no one ever hears of a strike there or even a public
i ich is certainly ominous.
dlsaazziiZ; ;’\Ivgéioes own 13 zanks, 74 credit unions, ar}d scores o; goop'era;
tive societies. They own over 50,000 retail busingss estabhshments,d. sagzmgo
and loans associations, and 204 insurance companies. In 1947, 52 lea (1)n§006(§g(r)0
insurance companies had total asselts o{) $94,639,376 and about $1,000,000,
i nd the District of Columbia.
" 2711? :‘(;git?on to this, American Negroes (mostly in the Southern statzs wl}:-er}e1
the overwhelming majority resides) own 12,336,794 acres of farmlar}:. \lN nlgs
represents 19,000 square miles or an area much larger thfm the Nether aL s;
There are 180,215 Negro farm owners, the farms averaging 78.3 acres. La
year some Negro farmers in the South grossed as much as $175,00(()1. i oro.
As of today, American Negroes own nearly 800,000 homes an tllsdp >
portion of homeowners approximates that of the Amgrlcan wh1;§s. n e«; (i
American Negroes themselves through their own .buﬂde'rs, architects, a
financial institutions have erected over 25,000 hous@g units. -
In a free federation such as the United States, with 48 separate an(}i‘ in }T-
pendent sovereignties, communication and tra\'rgl have been so e:ﬁ,y t ataie:l
population has been extremely mobile. The mobl.hty pf the Negroes ash equ led
that of the whites, and today the Negro population is scattered over the en e
country, although 77 percent still live in thg 16 Southern state}f. Itis CO:E:; n
tary on the reported terrorism prevailing in the South that the propo
the Negro population living there has undergong no changg. o |
There is no desire to minimize the segregational and dlsc?nmm.at.o.ry aws
in the Southern states which are indeed a disgrace to American c1vlhza;110n.
However, the Negroes have always been free to move where they chose
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without asking anyone’s permission. Thus between 1930 and 1940 the Negro
population increased 15.8 percent in the north, 41.8 percent in the West, and
5.8 percent in the South. The figures on white mobility are similar.

Because of this ability to move from one state to another within the nation,
no Negroes have emigrated from the United States to nearby lands. As a matter
of fact, there are more Negroes in the South than ever, although there are less
in the rural areas than the cities, which is also true of the whites.

A commentary on the American system and what the Negroes think of it is the
fact that they have born arms in every war in which the nation has been engaged.
They were nearly 4,000 Negroes serving in the War for Independence, and in
World War 11 over 1,150,000 enrolled. One-fourth of a million served in the Civil
War and one-half a million in World War 1. There is no evidence that any of these
men or women ever deserted to the enemy or were convicted of treason. This is in
contrast to the desertion of the whole First Ukrainian Army under General Vlasov,
to the Germans, plus the wholesale desertion from numerous other units of the
Russian armies. The attitude of the Negroes in this regard is conclusive evidence
that they do not regard America as the propagandists would have us to believe.

The changes that have taken place in the structure of the American Armed
Forces is further evidence of the progressive improvement of race relations.
Where 30 years ago complete racial segregation prevailed in the Army, Navy,
and Marine Corps, command orders from above and their implementation have
resulted in wide-agreed mixing of Negro and white personnel in all branches,
notably the United States Navy and to a lesser extent the Air Corp. Today,
Negroes are serving in all branches of the American Armed Forces and the
remaining segregation is being rapidly broken down.

Contrary to the propaganda from totalitarian slave states, American Negroes
not only move freely, worship freely, and work freely, but they also speak freely.
For example, where there is only one Jewish newspaper in Russia and that one
controlled by the government, the Negro minority in the United States operates
over 200 newspapers and has boasted a press since 1827. The majority of these
newspapers are published in the “terror-stricken” South. They are individually
owned; they have a combined weekly circulation of 3,000,000 copies and the
value of their printing plants runs into the millions of dollars. It is largely through
these newspapers and organizations which they support and publicize that the
Negro population has been welded into a militant force against reactionary racism.
Not a single Negro newspaper has been suppressed, North or South, although
they have been unsparing in their criticism of the Jim Crow system. Obviously
such oppression can only exist in an atmosphere of freedom.

Similarly, the Negro church whose 40,000 structures serve as meeting places
for the colored people could not have carried on or grown except in a tolerant
environment. Serving nearly one-half of the Negro population, the total of value
of these church properties is around $250,000,000. It spends well over
$30,000,000 annually. There are few instances in modern times of Negroes
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having been prevented from asserting their spiritual rights even in the most
backward rural areas. These churches have been in the forefront of all move-
ments for the economic, political, and social benefit of their people, especially
in the support of the racially radical programs for the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored people. The memberships of certain individual
Negro churches are the largest in the United States. Many have thousands of
members and budgets ranging from $25,000 to $60,000 a year. Clearly no such
extensive organization can exist except in a free country. This is in contrast to
the treatment of the church behind the iron curtain.

All fair-minded Americans admit that the disenfranchisement of the Negroes
in the South was a crime. For 10 years, the Negro minority in the Southern
states, protected by the bayonets of the Union Army, exercised full rights of
citizenship including the ballot, but progressively from 1876 onward they were
disenfranchised by various legal devices and by force until by 1900 they had
almost completely lost the right to vote. 1t might be added, however, that Negroes
have voted since the Civil War in the 33 states outside the south, and in some
places they voted even before the Civil War. In many of these states today, the
Negroes are an increasingly important factor in elections.

But the greatest development which illustrates the ability of a free society
to change is evidenced by the increasing number of Negro voters in the south
in the last decade. In many Southern states, where 10 years ago a Negro did not
dare to approach the polls, they are now voting in the scores of thousands, and
soon will be voting in the hundreds of thousands. This remarkable change has
been brought about solely through legal action and instances in which force
has been used to prevent the exercise of the right to vote have been rare. There
is no single state in the South today where some Negroes are not voting, and
less than one-half of these states require payment of poll tax as a qualification
to exercise the right to exercise the right of suffrage.

Of course the greatest blots on the American record have been mob murder,
usually called lynching and race riots. The record is most grim, and yet inexcus-
able though these crimes be, itis gratifying to point out that the problem has been
practically solved. Whereas in 1900 there were 115 lynchings, in 1949 there were
three; and this was more than in the two previous years. From 1934 to 1949,
inclusive, the total number of mob murders was less than in the single year of
1900. Along with this decrease in lynchings, there has been a marked increase in
the alertness of police which prevented these crimes. There was a time when
so-called officers of the law rarely interfered, but today it is quite different.

This gratifying evidence of increasing law and order in the United States
simply indicates that the country which was still largely frontier 50 years ago
and had only recently emerged from a long and sanguinary Civil War over the
Negro is becoming more settled and tolerant.

In essence the Negro problem (which has been as much white as Negro) has
been one of integrating a previously enslaved and ostracized group of divergent
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